Minsterworth and Minsterworth Ham

Existing defences and probability of
flooding

The defences in this area are earth embankments.

The risk of tidal flooding to Minsterworth village
properties is a 1 in 200 chance or less in any year (from the
western parish boundary at Denny Bridge to where the
embankment ties into high ground near Highcross Farm).

At Minsterworth Ham the earth embankment provides
protection with a 1 in 10 chance of flooding to agricultural
land in any year. This area is defined as from the eastern
side of the embankment tying into the high ground near
Highcross Farm, taking in Corn Ham, Minsterworth Ham,
the length of defence adjacent to Upper Moorcroft Farm,
along past the lower parting of the Severn to where the
western branch of the Severn is crossed by the railway
line.

In the future, as sea levels and storminess increase, the
level of flood risk will increase.

At Minsterworth village, the height of the defence should
provide protection against the 1 in 200 year flood until sea
level rises by 0.7m.

At Minsterworth Ham a sea level rise of more than 0.1m is
likely to result in annual flooding to the agricultural land. It
is expected that more frequent flood events will make the
defence ineffective at some time between 2030 and 2060
(dependent on the amount of flood damage and sea level

rise that occurs in future years).

Sea level rise note

The UKCP09 medium emissions scenario projects about
0.1m of sea level rise by 2030, about 0.3m by 2060, and
about 0.7m by 2110.

Currently sea level is rising at about 2 to 2.5mm a year. If
this rate were to continue then sea level rise would be less
than what is projected by the UKCP09 medium emissions

scenario.
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Existing defences referred to in text



