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SECG works to promote sustainable 

shoreline management, and to 
facilitate the duties and 

responsibilities of local authorities 
and other organisations managing 
coastal protection & flood defence 
issues around the Severn Estuary.

ASERA are the statutory 
organisations around the 

Severn Estuary that collectively 
manage human activities within 

the Severn Estuary European 
Marine Site.

BCSEG is the multi-agency group 
tasked with providing a single 

source of public health and 
environmental advice to response 

cells during a marine pollution 
incident.

SEP is an independent, 
estuary-wide initiative 

providing support to many 
organisations who have 

responsibilities or interests 
in the Estuary.
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● Raise Awareness ● Reduce Environmental Risk ● Encourage Sustainable Use ● Improve Understanding ●

Good Practice Guidelines



A community led campaign to protect bathing water quality and 

reduce marine and beach litter along the Somerset coast. 



Background 

• The Litter Free Coast & Sea campaign started in 

Dorset in 2011 by the Dorset Coast Forum 

• Rolled out to Somerset following its success in 

Dorset 

• A partnership approach, coordinated by SEP

• Started in Somerset in January 2016 

• Currently Litter Free Coast & Sea Somerset is 

working in Burnham on Sea

• Funded by:  



Examples of community engagement in practice…….  

Dog Fouling

Burnham Pooper Troopers 

Friends of Burnham Beach 

Events 

Communication Outlets



Examples of community engagement in practice…….  

‘Don’t Feed the Locals’ campaign 

Future Direction..



2017-2027 Severn Estuary Strategy

http://www.severnestuarypartnership.org.uk/sep/strategy/15-16/

1. Achieving a 
Sustainable 

Marine 
Economy

2. Ensuring a 
Strong, 

Healthy and 
Just Society

3. Living within 
Environmental 

Limits

4. Promoting 
Good 

Governance

5. Using Sound 
Science 

Responsibly

The Severn Estuary Strategy champions 

an integrated approach to the sustainable 

use and enjoyment of the Severn Estuary

OUR 10 –YEAR VISION FOR THE ESTUARY



Engagement Timeline



Strategy Consultation

6 weeks - 22nd September until 3rd November 2016



Flavour of Responses

• Strategy update both timely and appropriate

• provides a strong framework for ecosystem-based, 

integrated management of the estuary

• promoting integration across the two marine plan areas 

welcomed as a helpful and focussed mechanism to support 

engagement and collaboration.

• support of using the five High-Level Marine Objective 

(HLMO) approach were received, suggesting the Strategy 

will provide support for people alongside their statutory 

obligations under the Marine Policy Statement (MPS)



Monitoring



Marine Planning – South West & Wales

• South West Marine Plan 

– Iteration 1 Workshops

• MMO – Sustainability 

Appraisal Advisory 

Group

• Welsh Government –

Marine Planning 

Stakeholder Advisory 

Group

• Wales Marine Advisory 

& Action Group



The Year Ahead 

Partnership Development

• Strategy – Action delivery & implementation

• SEP Business Plan review (2017)

Engagement

• Developing SEP Communication Tools

• Raising awareness of development proposals

• Marine planning engagement

• Litter Free Coast & Sea action

Project Opportunities 

• Project development & funding bids



Thank you!

Thank you / Diolch yn fawr!

Please fill out your Forum 

feedback forms and leave 

them on the reception desk

The Severn Estuary Forum 2017 is supported and sponsored by:


