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Ocean Literacy is…
… an understanding of the ocean’s influence on you—and your influence on the ocean. 

The Evolution of Ocean Literacy – in one slide! 

McKinley et al. 2023

Knowledge Communication Behaviour 

Ocean Literacy Toolkit, Principles and Fundamental Concepts

https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/OceanLiteracyGuide_V3_2020-8x11-1.pdf


• Carried out Feb-March 2021 and 2022

• England and Wales (2021/ 2022), 
Scotland and N Ireland (2022)

• Over 14,000 respondents, including non-
coastal communities across the UK. 

• Topics on ocean knowledge, emotions, 
values, concerns, behaviors and more! 

• Second OL Report published Nov 2022 



Learning from Ocean 
Literacy in Wales 

• International and national emphasis on ocean 
literacy. 

• One of three priority areas of work for Wales’s Coasts 
and Seas Partnership.

• Over two years of collaborative work to date, bringing 
together a broad range of researchers, practitioners 
and policy colleagues from across Wales. 





Co-designing ‘Y Môr a 
Ni - The Sea and Us’

Co-identified priorities: 

• Developing a vision and strategy 

for building ocean literacy in Wales 

• Building a base of champions, 

creating a network of skilled and 

informed people. 

• Enabling information sharing, 

effective communication and 

collaborative working.







Six Action Areas

Access and Experience 

Ocean Literate Policy 

Ocean Literacy Leadership and champions 

Knowledge and Skills

Communities and Culture 

Network and Capacity Building



Actions
Festivals of the Sea 

2 Festivals held in North and 

South Wales

~ 2000 participants

Action Areas:

• Access and Experience

• Knowledge and Skills

• Communities and Culture



Actions
Capacity Building

• Established the Welsh Ocean Literacy Coalition (WOLC) and Co-ordinator

• Championing in the Senedd

• Launching a Fund to employ Coastal Co-ordinators

• Co-designing an Ambitious Funding Bid!

Action Areas:

• Leadership and 

Champions

• Culture and 

Communities

• Network and 

Capacity Building



Maximising impact of Y Môr A Ni

• Developing a Monitoring and Evaluation Framework to track impact.

• Ongoing development of the Y Môr A Ni Directory.

• Understanding of relationships and networks within the Welsh Ocean Literacy Coalition.

• Repeating the Wales Ocean Literacy Assessment to update the 2022 data.

• Mapping of WOLC activities against the 6 Action Areas to understand progress, impact 

and gaps in delivery. 



Ocean Literacy Strategies for 
Engaging Communities in 

England





Co-developing an Ocean Literacy Strategy for 
England

Looking to the futureRevisiting the Future Vision Recap the Map

What does a future Ocean 

Literate England look like? 

What programmes and initiatives 

already exist? Where and what are 

the outcomes?

What are the priorities for OL in 

England? What actions need to 

be taken?



Early themes from initial workshops 

Develop understanding and capacity around 

ocean literacy as a policy tool

Need to identify enablers and barriers 

Ensure inclusivity, equity and accessibility

Create agency and empowerment 

Focus on whole society approach 



Next steps and 
Summary 

• Working with OCT to collate feedback and begin drafting of an Ocean 

Literacy Strategy for England 

• Next phases of co-development – July and October 2025; Draft 

strategy expected Jan 2026

• Aligning the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act and the global ocean 

literacy agendas has been a catalyst for action in Wales.

• Putting Welsh language, culture and communities at the heart of the 

strategy has been key

• Ongoing work to consider how we can work collaboratively across the 

UK. 

• Active, meaningful collaboration takes time - but it is worth it! 



1919

Thank you!

For more information: 

Email: 
mckinleye1@Cardiff.ac.uk

Info@marsocsci.net 
www.marsocsci.net

@MarSocSci

mailto:mckinleye1@Cardiff.ac.uk
mailto:Info@marsocsci.net
http://www.marsocsci.net/


Reflections on walking the 
Severn shores

Dr Rhoda Ballinger 
Chair of the Severn Estuary Partnership



Introduction
Background to my personal project



Aims of the walks

• Exploring the shores of our Estuary

• Sampling each local authority’s 
shoreline

• Sharing my thoughts and photos in a 
monthly blog

• Meeting & connecting with people 
from around the estuary and finding 
out what makes the estuary so 
special to them

• Reflecting on this in my role as Chair



My companions



A few challenges 
en route …



My journey of 
discovery

Some of my personal reflections & 
favourite moments



Discovering new places 
and experiences



Rediscovering places
– new takes on the familiar



Gaining novel 
geographical 
perspectives
- spatial mind games!



Observing physical 
processes first-
hand



Admiring the 
biodiversity of our 
shores



Cherishing the 
estuary’s rich 
heritage and history



Witnessing some 
management
challenges 



… but, also, some 
solutions!



Connecting with people 
around the estuary



And appreciating the pride 
of local communities in 
their estuary …



Final thoughts



Spatial aspects

Variability

Connectivity

Boundaries



Temporal aspects

The estuary as a palimpsest

Speed of change 

Thresholds



Appreciating the value 
of engaging in slow 
tourism / walking

• Estuary immersion! 
• providing connection & connectivity
• reflecting on geographical discourse

• Experiencing coastal issues first-hand

• Inspiring others to explore our wonderful 
estuary
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